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Slim Pickings From 4 Disheartening. Low 


Wonder if you'll agree with our discouragement at this plunge into 1956- cold water 
and muddy....Q0ne hoteful in Harold Sinclair's THE HORSE SOLDIERS (Harber)- and a 
specialized bit of witch hunting in THE VOODOO QUEEN by Rubert Tallant (Putnam) keer 
the lot from foundering completely. See section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 5 


Wallop, Douglass Norton 
THE SUNKEN GARDEN $3.50 


The author of The Day The Yankees Won The Pennant (1954) takes a look - 
and a lingering one - at the man in the grey flannel suit and considers him from a 
marital outpost, particularly when a happy, contented husband finds he loves his wife 
and another woman. Tom Forester, 37, has found his equilibrium in Janice and ll year 
old Polly, in his home and his job, when Louise Gorman, wife of his dentist, upsets 
this balance and, as their affair deepens, Tom argues monogamy versus polygamy. When 
Janice learns of it, she refuses any compromise and forces Tom to realize that love 
outside of marriage is an indulgence-but will not stop her plans for divorce. It is 
only when Polly is told of her parents' break-up that Janice gives in, unwillingly 
and unhappily. Some recognizable patterns of marriage here, some not unexpected re- 
ports on suburban living and some amusing to funny scenes give this a wide audience 
appeal. 


February 15 


Otway, Howard Harper 
THE PARADISE BIRD $3.50 


An unauthorized expedition into the interior- behind the tropical port of 
Siboul- to secure a live specimen of a paradise bird, offers an implacable drama, not 
only of worlds in collision, but of personal revelation- and salvation. A bitter com- 
mentary, uncomfortably alive with the small, devastating details of man's failure which 
lead to the larger determination of his fate, this is focussed on three people. Murry 
Hayden, an ornithologist, a spiritually emasculated figure who has hidden all his in- 
adequacies, in his dull written records and research; Beryl, his wife, who has culti- 
vated plainness and primness after an unfortunate experience as a girl, and found the 
perfect answer to her rejection of sex in Murry, who is only a man occasionally; and 
Smitty, the Patrol Officer on their expedition, whose impotence is really physical- 
after a brutal experience with the natives in the hills. For Murry, the forbidden 
search for the specimen will be the one chance to offset a meaningless life and life- 
work; for Beryl, the attraction to Smitty admits a natural impulse she had never ex- 
perienced; for Smitty, the return to the jungle is an opportunity to override his fear 
and to prove he is still a man- ever if maimed. And if the expedition is to end in 
death, it offers its moment of redemption.... Otway writes well and the heavy, viti- 
ating inactivity of the port colony, the more threatening, primitive forces which lie 
beyond it contribute to an effective drama. (1C:55-10713) 
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February 15 


Sinclair, Harold Harper s 
THE HORSE SOLDIERS $3.75 


* The so-called Grierson Raid is history. It is on the known facts of this ex- 
ploit, when a Union brigade went through the heart of Confederate Mississippi that this 
absorbing novel is based. Beyond that, and with the exception of a very few names taken 
from the record, this is fiction but so convincing in its details that the reader feels- 
"So it must have been". The central figure is Colonel Marlowe, whose assignment is to 
cut the supply line to Vicksburg - and then get himself out as best he can. It seemed an 
impossible task - to Marlowe, to his superiors, to the officers to whom particular facets 
of the task were given, to the men themselves, to whom seventeen days in the saddle, with 
food rations for five days- and "living off the land” a pipe dream in an area already 
stripped to bare essentials. But it was done, though not without heartbreak, errors of 
judgment, excesses of endurance, outbreak of temper - all of which give the record a veri- 
similitude that makes the reader read this as first hand reporting at the source. In the 
rash of books about the Civil War, this is outstanding. (1C:55-11296) 


Morrow 


van der Post, Laurens 
A BAR OF SHADOW $1.95 


Appearing first in the Vornhill, English reports on this short episode seem to 
have been all out: as a small book it carries a moral - and emotional-message which is 
perhaps less holding because of the attempt to make that message take effect. Given the 
reunion of two English war prisoners of the Japanese and the mutual memory of their de- 
monic enemy sergeant, the development of "Rottang" Hara’s rule, terrible and torturing, 
is searched for its "moon-swung..-embodiment" of Japanese mythology and character, whose 
love and aim is death in birth. Hara's unexpected approval and respect for "Fazeru 
Kurisumasu" (Father Christmas); his unrelenting drive - to the death - of his prisoners; = 
his adherence to his code - this predisposes John Lawrence later when Hara is before the 
War Crimes Tribunal. When Hara asks Lawrence, before his hanging, what he had done wrong, 
he imposes a sense of guilt for all mankind - is it right for one culture to judge another 
which is different? Definitely a sermon in what might have been a memorable reading ex- 
perience, even though it may not lack a market. (10:56-5299) 


February 16 
Little, Brown - A.M.P. 
THE MAN WHO WAS NOT WITH IT $3.75. 


Herbert Gold's stories, have appeared in the little magazines, a collection was 
published by Viking, and a novel ihe Prospect Before Us (World) appeared last year. Even 
so, one is led to assume that the avant-garde is not putting its best foot forward; if 
he is a writer of talent, he is certainly one of few sensibilities. There is an unhealthy 
magnification of the physical topography of the human body- pore by pore and follicle by 
follicle. Much of his prose, when it gets beyond the description of anatomical surface 
characteristics, is contused and confused: "Boggling my father and Phyl, ambiguously loos- 
ened but unfree, the stiff-limbed gestures of the suburb were my only trust". Unboggling- 
down to the story here- it deals with Bud Williams, a carnie grifter, and the lessons 
learned from an older man- Grack, who not only helps to kick the dope habit, but also 
teaches him "Be with it and for it”. Bud Williams goes home, to his father, for a time, 
but his debt to Grack and the knowledge that he is in trouble brings him back to the carnie- 
where he marries young, recently developed Joy, the palmist's daughter. Grack turns up- 
he has not kicked the habit- and is wanted for robbery and homicide- and so with Joy (who 
miscarries en route) Bud fulfills his old obligation to Grack and gets him across to the 
Canadian border.-...-Could be we're not for it because we're not with it, but there will be * 


Gold, Herbert 


many to find it a thoroughly tasteless and distasteful experience. (LC:56-5623) 
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February 20 


Karp, David Knopf 
€ ALL HONORABLE MEN $3.95 





The author of One (1953) and The Day of the Monkey (1955) looses an inves- 
tigation into - investigations - at a personal rather than governmental level. With 
the establishing of the Institute for American Studies, which is to combat destruct- 
ive forces with a rationale for enlightened and liberal conservatism, with plenty of 
money from Vincent Locke's fortune, Dr. Milo Burney names his terms as its head but 
his high level of administration is brought low when economist Ness is suggested as 
a candidate and incidents and associations in Ness' life divorce Burney from Locxe 
and the others on the board. Ness' lawyer, Vircassian, is a sharp needled conscience 
with his belief in the principle of a fair trial, the right to be different, the right 
to dissent, the right to be wrong; Locke's wife turns against Burney; Locke uses de- 
tectives, wiretap and microtape to buttress his pursuit of Ness - and Burney; all of 
Ness' family is drawn into the quicksand and Ness, from unwillingness to willingness 
to fight and back to withdrawing from the candidacy, takes the suicide way out. An- 
other exchange with the Locke forces and Burney is ready to throw in with Vircassian 
and a citizen's committee of active protest against the "anti-intellectual, anti- 
liberal, anti-democratic, anti-American and anti-Christian" treatment one little man 
underwent. A sensitive reading of climates of opinion, this charts the infection 
that reaches a high fever point when active persecution takes the place of reason 
and humanity. Argumentative. (Note shift from Vanguard) (LC:56-5291) 


February 23 


Amis, Kingsley Harcourt, Brace | 
THAT UNCERTAIN FEELING $3.50 
te A second book from one of the young English novelists (Lucky Jim was the 


first) continues his prodding of pomp and many circumstances, of upper class apings 
and ossified institutionalism. This takes the form of Welsh librarian, John Lewis' 
japes - in his posturings, his treatment of library card holders and the snooks he 
cocks at the local anglicized bourgeoisie. The chance for advancement is desirable 
to free him, his wife Jean and their baby, Eira, from their tumbled living and the 
hopes held out by Elizabeth Gruffydd-Williams are promising - until he learns it is 
a fiddle for her husband, Vernon, to use him only to do an enemy in the eye. But be- 
fore he has gleefully turned down the job, he and Elizabeth have had their roll, 
after some mixed up meetings, and Jean has turned on him. So it's back to marriage 
and a new job in another town- with his inhibitions well loosed to his satisfaction. 
It's not a sure bet that British acclaim - and vanguard American criticism will over- 
come that uncertain American market. (10:56-5331) (Yes, it reads like that!) 










Little, Brown 
THE THRESHOLD $3.75 





Rutherford, Dorothea 








A candlelight performance accompanies the story of little Liesbeth and all 
the things that happen in her young life. This is a view from the nursery, and a 
stone which is frowned on, the measles in which Uncle Doctor effects relief, the doll 
Sidney, hoarded gingerbread, the cake, flower and candy shops, and the figure at the 
top of the Town Hall - Little Thomas -all are part of Liesbeth's opening eyes and 
widening understanding. There's the stay at Grandmamma's when her younger sister 
Irmgard is sick; the hard to understand happenings when Irmi becomes an angel after 
scarlet fever; a silver wedding anniversary of an aunt and uncle in which Liesbeth is 
only - and a very cross - half an angel -; snow which brings disobedience; a Christ- 
mas bazaar; trips to the dentist; a hidden patch of violets and summer in the country - 
and a new baby sister.... These are the insignificantly monstrous things that affect 
the thumbsucking, easily shriveled inarticulate of an earlier day - in Germany, and 

as such weave a web which must be taken pretty much on faith. A specific for a 
specialized reader group. (LC:55-10765) 
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February 24 


Scott, J. M. Dutton 
SEA -WYF $3.50 


An ordeal of survival aboard a raft is remembered- and recorded- in fear, some 
nine years later after some announcements in a newspaper agony column have alerted a young 
journalist- and enabled him to contact one of the four who had assumed the names of Sea- 
Wyf, Biscuit, Bulldog and Number 4 when adrift on the Indian Ocean. It is Sea-Wyf, the 
only woman, whose serenity and courage stabilizes the three others, two Englishmen and a 
one-legged mulatto who nettles their suspicion and hatred. Burned by the sun, attacked by 
sharks, their bodies- and their minds- wasted, they reach an island where turtle eggs and 
cocoanuts offer a reprieve. As they leave, Number Four is left to die- in the water- but 
his sullen threat of vengeance survives to haunt them- reunite them- and reveal the un- 
known identity of Sea-Wyf.... The raw fascination of an experience such as this of human 
survival and salvage endures, and J.M. Scott, always an assured raconteur (Heather Mary, 
The Other Half of the Orange) should have established an audience- say that of Hammond 


Innes. (10:56-5257) 


February 27 


March, William 
Intro. by Alistair Cooke Rinehart 
A WILLIAM MARCH OMNIBUS $4.00 


The success of ihe ad Seed and the death of William March simultaneously 
spotlighted his career in literature, and took many readers back to his memorable 
Company K (1933), a group of vignettes of a military unit which even today carries emo- 
tional intensity. Less well known were the short stories collected in three volumes, and 
the best have been brought together- along with the 113 sketches from Company K. There 
is an intensive focus on emotional - and often abnormal- aspects of humanity - prediction, 
had it been realized, of the psychological implications of The Bad Seed. Some of the 
stories are average short story length; but most of them are short shorts- sharply defined, 
and with abrupt almost O'Henryesque endings. A great gift was lost with William March's 


premature death. (1C:56-5630) 


Rinehart 


Kavinoky, Bernice 
HONEY FROM A DARK HIVE $3.75 


Poverty- and alien roots- lend their inflection to a story of first love and 
first and second generation Jews and Italians in a coal town in Pennsylvania and for the 
young, the loyalty to the old, who have not relinquished their traditions or their rights, 
becomes a burden. For Judith Harris, who comes back to Weston to teach, this is partic- 
ularly true: the silver cord is uncut- and her mother expects her to marry a nice Jewish 
boy. But she falls in love with Pietro D'Angelo- and to prevent their marriage- Riggie 
Harris is ready to move to another town- is then the victim of a stroke. Pete and Judy 
quarrel; Pete finds a momentary satisfaction in cheap, easy Anna Maria; but when he and 
Judy are reconciled, his mother this time finds her means of condemning them- and he dies, 
in a mine accident....Miss Kavinoky is not one to control her prose- or her characters; 
they are either carrying on- or are carried away by gusts of feeling- and her sequences 
of physical intimacy are expansive and explicit to the point where the more reticent reader 
may care to withdraw. (In the case of conservative libraries- withhold.) (1C:56-5289) 


February 28 


Dutton 


Richter, Hans Werner 
THEY FELL FROM GOD'S HANDS $4.95 


The shadow of. war hangs over the opening pages as people near the Russian 
frontier, people in Finland, in Poland, in East Germany, in Czechoslovakia, wait for the 
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blow to fall. Richter has chosen to tell his story in terms of these people, a 
motley crowd, from an Estonian officer to the small and frightened son of a Jewish 
cobbler, and as the time machine advances, one gets the same characters in successive 
Situations. One senses the altering emotional climate; the changed attitudes. In 
some cases the maw of the war swallows youth; in others they escape into guerrilla ac- 
tivities; in still others they seek escape. Life and death are given equal value, 
and one feels that the emotional element is more alive in the civilian front than the 
military, in the internment and concentration camps, in facing defeat rather than 
victory. There's some extraordinary writing here and the translation from the German 
is excellent (by Geoffrey Sainsbury). This introduces a new and gifted writer, but 
the book is not likely to appeal to a wide general market. The broken sequences, the 
episodic handling of the material makes for difficult reading. (10:56-6297) 


February~28 126 


Cunningham, John Macmillan 
WARHORSE $3.50 


The devious devices of Buford Allen to keep his cattle so that he can buy 
General Montrose' spread in Warhorse, Montana, drive his debtor, Tommy Dickson, to 
wilier and more villainous schemes. Mike Allen finds it harder and harder to stick 
with his father, learns he has lost his love for Nancy but found a new one for Clara 
Montrose; Dickson, determined to return to England with just the fortune he has plan- 
ned on, lets nothing stop his sadistic vengeance and, cattle and money still to be 
claimed, establishes himself in Warhorse to wreck Montrose as well as Allen. With all 
the complications of Dickson's murderous retaliations and Allen's plays for time. - and 
luck, the showdown comes and Mike is freed for Clara while Buford returns home, his 
dream gone forever. The late 1800's and an oversupply of action from Texas to Montana 
keeps everyone involved very busy. 


February 29 


Salter, James Harper 
THE HUNTERS 63.00 


A novel of fighter pilots tells of Captain Cleve Saville and his tour of 
duty over Korea as he watches the undependable Lt. Pell become an ace- and a menace. 
For Saville's luck is out when it comes to getting MIGs, but Pell racks up five vic- 
tories, refusing to follow orders, endangering others - but still downing the enemy. 
Saville's attempts to get Pell grounded after a mission which has returned without 
its leader result in criticism. Nearing his 100th flight, Saville gets the chance at 
the invulnerable MIG, "Casey Jones”, makes his kill and give the credit to Hunter, who 
is shot down, and then is off on the flight from which he, too, does not return. The 
strain of a flight base, of the "bandit trains” and the prestige of a victory, the 
pilots and the cadets, the flight leaders, the element leaders and the wingman - fill 
in the background of a tight flying story. (LC:55-9690) 


Dickson, Carter Morrow 
FEAR IS THE SAME $3.50 


Toying with time, this transports a modern couple back to the Whig world of 
1795 and confronts them with a murder that parallels contemporary existence. Lord 
Glenarvon is married to iniquitous Chloris, who has not been slow to take advantage of 
his milksop character, but with the coming of Jennifer, a country relation of Lady 
Oldham's, Philip is sparked into displaying his 20th century prowess in boxing and 
wins the Prince of Wales' approval when he beats the Bristol Smasher and the champ, 
Gentleman Jackson. The playwright Sheridan is his friend too; when the Chloris' maid 
is murdered and Phil and Jennifer flee, he gives them refuge and, when their highly 
placed enemies pursue further, it is the Prince who hears their case- and the truth 
of the murder- which takes them back into their present day lives. A romp through 
Regency days which borrow from history to add to its suspenseful telling. (1C:56-5393) 
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February wt 2A 24 


Putnam 


BIANCA $4.50 50 *» 


Cronquist, Mabel 


Fifteenth century Italy, and the fading of the independent duchies, is the set- 
ting for the story of orphaned Bianca, granddaughter of the murdered Bernardo del Leone 
Baldesso, whose questing conscience and love involves her with four men. Recognized wken 
Pietro, Count of Riccaterra, locates the Hermit and persuades him to return to the ducal 
throne of Domena, Bianca is married to Vittorino and, to repay her husband for his bestial- 
ity and cruelty, gives herself to Pietro. Established in Riccaterra, she tries to make the 
bad marriage good, refuses further offers of Pietro, is educated in courtly customs by 
Enrico, and gives her loyalty to Pietro's countess, Beatrice. Her fortunes are enhanced 
when her uncle, a Bishop, comes to Riccaterra but his offers of a chance for escape end 
with his death. Enrico gentles her into seduction. But it is Pietro's hunchbacked fool, 
Roderigo, who saves her from his Lord's wrath and who, as she comes to recognize her love 
for him, helps her escape, after Pietro has murdered her husband, to Domena, and the under- 
standing wisdom of the Hermit, who holds off Pietro while Roderigo and Bianca are married. 
The intimate intrigues of princes, the well played efforts of Roderigo for stakes not 
obvious to his master, Pietro's lordly gestures and demands, the cut and fashion of the 
man of the Renaissance - and his lady- well wrapped up for history- cum-fleshlings 


audiences. (LC 56-5197) 
Karney, Jack ) i Putnam 


WORK OF DARKNESS 2/2/7 1? $3.50. 

From a depressed area- New York's lower East side- a depressing dossier on: 
Lenny "Doc" Kramer, Joe Kusack and Juan Rivera- the Spik, which explains- even if it 
does not excuse- and footnotes the headlines on youthful crime. Lenny, Joe and Juan 
are to learn their first lesson in rejection at home- and on the streets- and the need 
to belong will bring them to the clubhouse of the Panthers- run by Frankie. Lenny's op 
father, an orthodox Jew, has used the strap throught the years, then throws him out 
and says Kaddish for his "dead son"; Joe, known as a dumb Polack, loses his father to 
drink, his mother in a tenement fire; Juan, newly arrived from Puerto Rico, hears only 
the taunts of "dirty Spik" and his girl is raped- by the Panthers. Juan, introduced to 
heroin, goes through the increasingly intense agony of addiction; Joe, beaten up by a 
mobster, spends two months in a hospital, comes out of it to find that Frankie has taken 
over his girl; the three of them- turned out of the Panthers- have only hatred left; 
Frankie's death achieved- they face theirs at the hands of the police...An unadulter- 


ated vernacular and an unsparing record. (LC 56-6492). 


Lawrence, Lars Putnam 


OUT OF THE DUST 2/44 ave $4.95 $f) 
A kaleidoscope of Reata, and LaCieneguita, the village on its outskirts where 
the Spanish speaking coal miners live, mirroring all those involved in the riot which 
has broken out, after a strike and some unmentioned land deals leading to eviction, and 
resulted in the killing of a sheriff and the escape of a prisoner, Arce. The fomert be- 
tween the members of a Communist group, the law and the townspeople continues to seethe; 
a lawyer and his wife come from Los Angeles to help the accused; the newspaper stories 
spread the contagion with lurid misdirection; the "peasants" live their two lives - in 
English and their own tongues; the individual lives are in conflict to their public 
actions; the hunt for a gun is a link between all the stories. A sprawling panorama, 
in, which the "truth of the matter" lies hidden in the hates and fears, the clash between 
the color of skins and the color of politics and the human equation of personal prob- 
lems. This is the second of a trilogy, Morning Noon And Night (1954) was the first, 
which cuts through the sociological, economical and culture patterns of a non-homogene- £ 
ous grouping to give the personal climate of the issues involved as it continues the 
story begun in the earlier book. (LC 56-6623) 
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Ly 
February a 


Tallant, Robert Putnam 
THE VOODOO QUEEN $3.95 


Voodoo im New Orleans introduced Marie Laveau to many readers. And to 
Robert Tallant she became an obsession, so that in the period of preparation for this 
novel based on her life, he has sorted fact from legend, reminiscence from nostalgia, 
and told her story as he feels it might have been. It reads like a novel, not a bio- 
graphy, and to anyone interested in the pattern of voodoo practices, this has great 
fascination, for Tallant has made it integral to every part of her story. Left vir- 
tually an orphan (her mother was the octoroon mistress of a white man who ha? set her 
up in her own home and supported her and their child), Marie went to live witii a 
neighbor who taught her the art of hair dressing. But always the realm of voodoo, 
jungle-born, African in origin, dominated her; she felt herself "called" and she ac- 
cepted tutelage at the hand of the then queen of the voodoos, whom she ultimately dis- 
placed. Against this background, oppulent in detail, is told the story of her mar- 
riages- of her children- of her great service to her city as she nursed victims of 
SuccesSi-e plagues, visited regularly at the prisons, and practised her witchcraft, 
always- she felt- for good and not for evil. It is an absorbing tale, and the emo- 
tional undertones, the conflicts in her human relations, the overwhelming loneliness 
of her position, all come through the story of a strange life. (1C:56-6496) 


UNGENTLE, RUDIMENTAL, EXPERIMENTAL 


February 15 


Lacy, Ed Harper 
THE MEN FROM THE BOYS $2.50 


Ex-cop Marty Bond, now a house dick, who no longer has to worry about liv- 
ing (he has a growth in his gut) tries to shatter the box top illusions of his young-. 
ster who wants to wear a tin badge. In so doing, he faces a dangerous killer alone, — 
lives lcng enough to learn that his cancer will not kill him, but the knowledge of 
what he has become gives him nothing to return to... Probably the toughest talent since 
Raymond Charidler, this world of pimps and punks and hustlers has a rasping authentic- 
ity and a grim momentum. (LC:55-10711) 


February 16 


Armstrong, Anthony Doubleday 
A ROOM AT THE HOTEL AMBRE $2.75 


Just a few hours at the Hotel Ambre, in Paris, is a long evening for Jane 
Cardew, an English girl, as she falls in love with Peter Paynter, (not too) secret 
service, and is privy to the activities of a spy ring which has stolen a military de- 
vice. Jane, by no means as naive as she is assumed to be, helps to save Peter Paynter's 
life and secure the papers.... A Hambledonian tone to this- skittish and a little 


skimpy. (LC:56-5599) 
February 20 


Coxe, George darmon Knopf 
SUDDENLY A WIDOW $2.75 


Ann Harrington is faced with scandal and the charge of murder when her hus- 
band, John, after his third nearly fatal coronary, dies - but of cyanide. Her assist 
is Dr. Sargent, whose name will also be blackened by Harrington's private eye, Dorsey, 
and both are pursued by Mondo, who is trying to collect Dorsey's debts. Two, too wise, 
stepchildren, another killing, and Sargent and Ann can clinch. Connecticut and cas»- 
box. (10:55-11059) 
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February 23 


Turner, William O. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SETTLER $2.75 

Dave Partrey, searching for his brother's killer, poses as a settler in the 
new state of Washington, cultivates the friendship of the Coveys whose Uncle Ben he 
suspects to be his man. He finds a second enemy in the man Ann Covey is to marry; his 
cabin is burned to the ground; his attraction to Ann is dimmed by the knowledge of the 
harm he will bring her family; but when he catches up with Ben and has a second murder 
to revenge- retribution also brings its rewards for the Coveys and Dave..., You haven't 
read this one before, and it's a substantial story. (LC 55-11989) 


February 25 


Sheed & Ward 


Catalan, Henri 
SOEUR ANGELE AND THE GHOSTS OF CHAMBORD $2.50 

The nosey nun is again involved in murder and again outsleuths the police, with 
the help of her former professor, Robin. Working for the Christian Family Movement she 
and her young charges see a moving picture star die - of poison and Angele's technical 
knowledge, her belief in the innocence of several suspected, and her insistence on show- 
ing Superintendent Fortin the right answer route the "ghosts". Amiable. (LC 56-6124) 


February 27 


Stuart, W. J. Farrar, Straus 
FORBIDDEN PLANET $3.00 


The year 2371 brings the Cruiser C-57-D to the planet Altair to search for the 
members of an earlier mission, all destroyed save for the saturnine scientist Morbius, 
and his lovely daughter Altaira. Morbius is a hostile host; his laboratory holds threat- 
ening secrets and one man is destroyed, and then another in an attempt to learn his 
powers and his plans- before the return to terra firmer.... A futurama- not too far out 
of perspective for present day entertainment. (LC 56-5755) 


February 28 


Vandercook, John W. Macmillan 
MURDER IN HAITI $2.75 


That old trusty Bertram Lynch- on location aboard a yacht and ashore in Haiti- 
as a suave, unscrupulous international financier conducts a suppositious treasure hunt- 
“or the gold bullion deposited by a German submarine during the war. Murder is attempted- 
and then achieved; some unregenerate Nazis are not ready to turn over their national 
cache; but Lynch finds patriotism- on a higher level- as the motive for murder.... In 
this series, able and authoritative. 


February 2% L 


Eberhart, Mignon G. Random House 
POSTMARK MURDER $2.75 


The settling of self made Conrad Stanley's estate three years after his death 
brings fear into the life of his protege, Laura, when she takes care of his Polish heir, 
little Jonny. The cupidity of his widow, the appearance of two fathers for Jonny- and 
the murder of one - another killing and Laura doubts the efforts of Lt. Peabody and lawyer 
Matt Cosden. But love wins out and crime is solved- in Chicago. Cosmeticked. (LC 55-8166) 














NON-FICTION 


December 15, 1955 


Two for the Money... 


and that’s about all, ina batch of average books, with almost none above that. The 
two are Dark Horses which merit individual attention:- Countess Cassini's fabulous 
age memoirs, NEVER A DULL MOMENT (?arper) and Lorus and Margery Milne's THE WORLD OF 
NIGHT (also Harper). For the rest- competent coverage in specialized fields— ond 

a field of also-rans See bages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non fiction 


January 18 7/! 
s) — { 


Cassini, Countess Marguerite Harper 
NEVER A DULL MOMENT $5.00 


* Again the "glitter and the gold" of a vanished society, this autobiography 


gives the quality of the spectacular world the author knew before World War I, of the 


broken lives of refugees, and of the beginning again in America with her husband and 


her two sons. With her father's marriage to her mother not recognized at court, Mar- 


guerite knew an early rebellion as Dada was fobbed off as her governess and her Fa- 


ther became her uncle; she was as despotic a child as her Father was a diplomat; she - 


knew seven years in China where he was Russian minister and seven more in Washington 
where he was Russian Ambassador, and she his hostess. Then Madrid and singing in 
France, marriage to Count Alexander Loiewsky, the war and Revolution, and the long 
years of subsistence in Italy where the need to support Oleg and Igor taught her all 
that previous years had neglected, and finally America again with her sons making 
their own way - Oleg in pictures and dress designing and Igor as a columnist and 
latterly "Cholly Knickerbocker". A glittering review from the days of the Dowager 
in China, to the pitfalls and triumphs as a Washington belle, from Russian tempera- 
ment to European and American living, from titles and names to dollars - and sense, 
this should have snob as well as mob appeal in its intimate history of the times the 
Countess knew. Illustrated with 16 pages of photographs. (LC:55-6571) 


January 19 


O'Neal, Cothburn Madison Crown 
THE VERY YOUNG MRS. POE $3.50 





The account of the brief marriage of Edgar Allen Poe to his gentle, frail, 
and very young (she was not quite fourteen) cousin, Sissy, has an enduring appeal, 
and none of the appreciable sentiment in this story is lost here. For Sissy, from 
the time she was a child, admired and adored Eddy, knew that she alone could ease 
the tensions which led to his drinking. She followed him to Baltimore where he 
worked on the Vessenger. Marriage was to fulfill her May Day party wish “to be 
loved and always loving", but there were the fears that she would be inadequate 
intellectually, as the menage (her mother ran the house- and earned money with her™ 
needle when necessary) moved on to New York, then Philadelphia. Sissy's pleurisy was 
an early intimation of the lung hemorrhage, after singing at a recital. This led to 
the long months of illness during which Eddy drank and wrote The Raven, as well as 
dark stories of death, presaging hers which was to follow.... A tender and appealing 
tale, in which the author's sympathies are perhaps sharper than her characters; Eddy 
is never much more than a brooding figure- in the background. 


January 26 2 Llo 


Postgate, Raymond Oxford 
STORY OF A YEAR: 1848 $4.50 


A rich newsheet carries the reader through the year 1848 on the Continent, 
in Britain and America, by offering the important choice and representative items of 
history that occurred from January 1 to December 31. Mr. Postgate follows the year 
















































-902 Non-Fiction December 15, 1955 
month by month, from the Ten-Hours' Act in January in England to The Gold Rush in Decem- 

ber in California. His reports take up tragedies and frivolities, he carefuly follows the 

wave of revolutions on the Continent with the supplement of the English Chartists, and 

still gaily provides with tales of the "silly season". 1848 was the year of Disraeli's e 
rise to leadership in the Tory party, the year that lost Sir John Franklin to the Arctic, 

the year that Metternich was driven from Austria, the year that cholera advanced to the 
Continent, the year that Archbishop Affre sacrificed himself to stay the civil war in Paris. 

It was the year of the Vermont sea-serpent, of the Idrotobolic hat and other niceties. The 
reader could use a smattering of background to separate the concentration. Maps, illustra- 


tions. (10:56-5706) 
January 27 


Random House 


KNOWLEDGE IS POWER $5.00 

The Life Story of Percy Hampton Johnston , Banker 

Within the inevitable limitations of a business or industrial biography, this is 
a very competent job. Percy Johnston, who became one of this country's most notable bank- 
ers, is a fine example of the traditional American success story. Not an Horatio Alger 
rags to riches saga, but a record of single minded devotion to a goal, of high minded de- 
termination to achieve that goal without resorting to the robber baron techniques. As a 
boy in Kentucky he knew what he wanted. Financial stringency put an end to formal educa- 
tion with High School, but he never stopped studying,- accountancy, banking law, banking 
methods- and always people. From a minor job in the local bank to state bank examiner 


Nye, Frank W. 


(well below the age ordinarily required); then to regional and federal bank examiner, to 
cashier of the Citizens' National Bank in Louisville, to Chemical National in New York - 
step by step he reached the top rung of the ladder. He brought his bank through crisis, 
crash, depression, and set high standards for commercial banking throughout the country. eo 


But Percy Johnston was not only a great banker. While his outside interests and his per- 
sonal life are lightly etched in this biography, he emerges as a rounded individual, whose 
fineness extends to every role. The span of his career in banking parallels this century's 
progress in banking history, and as such a record this book should be of interest to bank- 
ers in all echelons, to businessmen whose concern is linked with banking procedure and 
methods, and of course to Percy Johnston's host of friends in many walks of life. 


(LC:56-6545 ) 
: January 30 


Indiana Univ. Press 


Jack, Homer- fd. 
THE GANDHI READER $7.50 

This will prove a very useful book, bringing together as it does writings by and 
on Gandhi, that together provide a chronology of his life, a statement of his philosophy, 
and impressions of Gandhi from various contemporaries. Gandhi's own Autobiography provides 
a substantial part of the text; the writings on Gandhi by Desar, his secretary and virtually 
his Boswell over thirty years, help interpret, expand and heighten the impression made by 
Gandhi's own writings. Various Americans whose closeness to Gandhi is known are used:- 
Louis Fischer, Vincent Sheean, Margaret Bourke-White among them. And from his own country- 
men Nehru, Tagore and others express themselves. The composite gives us Gandhi, from youth, 
through his years in South Africa, his development of the policy of non-violence, his fasts, 
strikes, protests in varied forms against British rule, his position on religion, on mat- 
ters of health, on sex, on the untouchables, on international good will - all this comes 
out, through his own words, through the writings of those who were closest to him. When he 
won his cause- independence from British rule- his heart was broken over the riots and 
bloodshed and violence in partition. And death came at the hands of a Hindu fanatic. * 
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February 15 


Zamperini, Louis with Dutton 
Itria, Helen DEVIL AT MY HEELS $3.75 


A frank and sometimes repentant recapitulation of the years before Louis 
zZamperini found faith as an answer to worthless, wasted years and a foundation for 
his future. A sullen, touchy youngster, Louis was always in trouble until he trained 
to become a runner- made the Olympics. Even so, there were churlish, childish resent- 
ments- he broke training continually- and finally enlisted in the air force. The ex- 
perience of 46 days on a life raft, before he was captured by the Japanese, left him 
with new hostilities; he was returned home- a war hero- but even marriage did not 
straighten him out. Rootless, restless, drinking too much and earning nothing, he 
finally heard Billy Graham, was brought back to God, and went on to start- with little 
except faith and hope- a camp for underprivileged boys.... For that Reader’s Digest 
reacer who finds this type of personal examination and regeneration rewarding. 

(LC: 56-5259) | 

Elliott, Bruce Harper 

THE BEST IN MAGIC $3.50 


A handbook for amateur magicians assembles some new, easy and not expensive 
tricks and effects and progresses into those that require greater skill and practice. 
From close-up prestidigitation this goes on to coin and money conjuring, sure card 
tricks, more challenging ones, mind reading and illusions, and ring and ropes, from 
manipulations that use equipment that is on hand to those for which special paraphern- 
alia is needed; from casual presentations to those that must have rehearsed and ex- 
pert handling. The author of two previous books on magic and publisher of Phoenix, 

a publication on magic, has rounded up some interesting ideas for varying a perform- 
er's routines and programs. Illustrated by Louis Raviellie; diagrams. (LC: 55-11405) 


Johnson, Wendell Harper 
YOUR MOST ENCHANTED LISTENER $3.00 


A probing of the realities behind the will-o-the-wisp speech, reveals a 
good many thought-provoking facts and fantasies. Dr. Johnson turns his thoughts to 
the speech with which men express their thoughts, or think they do - and shows how 
the thought itself is governed by the symbol, by projection. He points up his find- 
ings with such passing shots as the fact that a four-year old asks four hundred 
questions a day and that the world a child lives in depends on those questions and 
their answers. Also, the notion that someone is lovely is really an expression of 
our feeling reflected back (lovers' blindness). Dr. Johnson considers the nature of 
logic, symbolisms, psitticisms, projection and stands for a scientific approach to our 
vagrant thought-molder. He awaits the coming of "the wanted wise man" who will weld 
clear thinking and good will. And by the way, it's as important to listen to your- 
self as to talk to yourself...you are your own most enchanted listener and may need 
disenchanting! (LC: 55-10696) 


Maxwell, Gavin Harper 
BANDIT $4.00 


Michael Stern did a short (at the time news-breaking) magazine piece on 
Salvatore Giuliano, which later appeared in his Wo Innocence Abroad (Random House). 
Whether Giuliano is worth more than this gs open to question, but in any case Gavin 
Maxwell, an English journalist, has gone to considerable trouble to sort out much of 
the apocrypha attached to the name which is already a local legend- and to fill in 
some of the unknown facts of his story. A resurgent as well as an outlaw, young, 
savage, idealistic, romantic, Giuliano was to inspire as much worship as fear during 
his lifetime, and his death was to perpetuate the myth of a lost leader. Identified 
with and backed by both the Mafia and the Separatists (who wanted independence from 
Italy -for Sicily) Giuliano led a growing band of admirers and adherents after his 
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first crime, the shooting of a carabiniere following the pilfering of two sacks of corn. 
Many other carabiniere were to die- still more were to be gulled and fooled in his years of 
ruthless raids and ambushes, offset by his many kindnesses to children and the poor. 
Finally betrayed and killed after the long pursuit by Colonel Luca, his death too left much 
in doubt; two admitted- falsely- to the crime; one was sentenced and died- of strychnine- 
in prison.... A reckless, lawless figure- much of his flashing fascination endures here. 
Maxwell has not subdued it. (10:55-8027) 


+ | 


February-15° 


Milne, Lorus & Margery Harper 
THE WORLD OF NIGHT $3.50 


* An enchanting book that draws the wistful neophyte nature-lover quickly into the 
matching circle as the mysteries of many kinds of night unfold. The Milnes range with 
almost disconcerting ease from polar sea to tropic rain forest as they reveal amazing ob- 
servations and life patterns. We explore with them and observe the dwellers of earth, 
cave, sea, coastline, jungle, desert, pole, who live out their days in a darkness to which 
they are adapted. We learn of the rattlesnake with its radar, ponder the mysteries of the 
el migration to the Sargasso Sea or the flight of birds (only about 15% migrate). Is the 
Coriolis-force at work? Bats with their winter-long mating nurseries, snowshoe hares giv- 
ing birth to offspring who hop along after their mothers as soon as they are born, are part 
of a story which includes a wealth of information on insects, plants and animals as they 
live and die. Carrying the reader from a technical conception of what night is to the 
wonders of living things all over the globe, this is a beautifully executed book. Ill. 


(LC :55-10706 ) 


Davison, Ann Morrow-Sloane 
MY SHIP IS SO SMALL $3.75 & 


Small craft and ocean crossings continue their appeal and this latest of a lone 
female sailor should have its own place. For with the tragedy told in Last Vuyage (1951) 
Ann was driven with fear, curiosity and desperation to achieve her dream of a ship of her 
own and a solo voyage across the Atlantic and the story of her achievement results in the 
answer to her question for a key to living - courage. Her search for a boat, her lessons 
in seamanship and navigation, the finding of Felicity Ann a 23 foot sloop with a diesel 
auxiliary, the fitting out and launching, climax in her departure from England, with all 
her apprehension and fright mounting through the first days out. A tow into Douarenez 
and a Breton fling, Vigo, Gibraltar, Casablanca and the Canaries are a dress rehearsal for 
the big jump - in winter - to Dominica and Antigua and Nassau. The record of her crossing 
is from her log with all its notes of "bloody big seas", maintaining FA, fighting despera- 
ation and the knowledge that her breaking point was getting nearer, and the daily round of 
weather, food and emotional as well as physical climates....Realization that she had sur- 
vived - with courage - was her reward. A spirited picture of the contrast of ship and shore 
living, of the friends along the way and of nautical matters, this should please readers 
of her earlier book and all dedicated sailors. (1C:56-5083) 


February 16 


Mikes, George - told by Dutton 
LEAP THROUGH THE CURTAIN $3.50 


An Iron Curtain escape concerns two ballet dancers in Budapest, Istan Rabovsky 
nd Nora Kovach, Hungarian, partners and husband and wife, who took the underground from 
Fast Berlin to West Berlin just before they were due to appear at the State Opera House, » 
in 1953. Their story takes a tandem telling, first Pistah, then Nory, alternating, and 
gives their individual biographies: Pistah, brought up in poverty by foster parents, found 
refuge in the Royal Hungarian Opera's ballet school and soon lost his heart to cheeky, 
naughty Nory. Nory, daughter of a civil servant, knew a better life than Pistah and in 
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spite of her mother's objections, knew she wanted him. The war did not affect their 
training, they survived the Russian-German occupations, they were invited to Moscow | 
and Leningrad as guests of the State Ballet School, returned to be married end achieve 
success and privileges in this Communist world, touring Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, and 
back to Moscow three years later. Never members of the Communist party, the orders | 
to East Berlin gave them their first thought, soon dismissed, of going west, but the 
idea grew and, with little preparation and no plans, after attending rehearsals, they 
decamped...to find, after their identities were established, friendly help and a chance 
to make their name in a new world so little like the prison they had, however comfort- | 
ably, known. An offbeat in refugee reports, this should attract balletomanes more {| 
than followers of more adventurous experiences but it adds up to an interesting view 
of the artist's life in today's world. Illustrated with photographs. (1C:56-5267) 


February 20 


Dryden, Cecil Caxton 
BY SEA ON THE TONQUIN $4.50 


A heavy handed and somewhat dramatized account of the Astor fur trading 
enterprise on the Columbia River describes the voyage made by the Tonquin from New 
York in 1810 and the subsequent trials of settlement at Astoria. The narrative is 
focussed principally on the differences between Jonathan Thorn, who captained the 
ship, and Duncan McDougall, Astor's representative. Thorn, with a seaman's ideas of 
order and authority, found a difficult match in McDougall who viewed even the voyage ° 
itself as an integral part of an undertaking he was to command. Tempers flared often 
during the trip which is fully detailed as to storms, the stop in Hawaii and so forth. 
Then during the beginnings of Fort Astoria, the fur trading and the rivalries with 
Canada, we see McDougall as both tyrant and able negotiator. But what might have made 
good reading is disappointingly dull and a lively segment of history is burdened with 
awkward phrasings and cliches. Illustrated with drawings by E. Joseph Dreany. 

(LC 56-5340) 


Bemis, Samuel Flagg Knopf 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND THE UNION $8.75 


This follows after six years the author's John Quincy Adams, which took him 
up to the Presidency, and was a scholarly and largely a definitive study of that period 
in his life This rounds out and comprises for the average reader the more significant 
part of his career, built on the foundations he laid of America's foreign policy. Mr. 
Bemis has tapped every kind of source, many of them exciting, human and historical. 
The published and unpublished portions of Adams' copious diary provide matter for au- 
thentic dialogue, critical interchanges on contemporary history. A change or two in 
tense is his sole violation of accuracy. Throughout the sense of immediacy attends 
the presentation of political involvement at every level of government. The complex 
purposes of Clay, Calhoun, Webster, Jackson, Monroe, Crawford and others come clear. 
Adams' ingenuity as a "minority president" and his courageous battles on the floor of 
Congress come alive. An essential for any consideration of Adams and his period. 
(LC :55-8357) 

Chamberlain, Narcissa G. Knopf 

THE OMELETTE BOOK $3.00 


ee 














Inheritor through her husband, Samuel Chamberlain, of a gourmet's back- 
ground, and writing as deftly as the good cook must flip and fold the omelette, 
Narcissa Chamberlain not only regales with recipes- she introduces us to the omelette 
itself- its tradition, history and the versatility it both necessitates and is capa- 
ble of. In the descriptive passages humorous mention is made of unusual uses to which 
the egg was put in Roman times, for instance, or of famous omelette makers and the 
most basic of omelette recipes and techniques. The vast supply of recipes which follow 
are arranged in eating order- with appetizer omelettes first and dessert omelettes last. 
There are sauces included too, to make an even more savoury dish for the bookish cook. 


(LC :55-10130) 
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February 20 
Rinehart 


Comandini, Adele 
DOCTOR KATE: 4:.:°°l on Snowshoes $3.75 


fy admiring account of an admirable career of dedicated service which was de- 
termined pertly by certain tragic incidents in the youth of Kate Pelham, a shy, plain, 
‘ather prim girl when she entered the field of medicine. Forfeiting marriage- to go into 
practice, Kate started out in New York, moved on to Detroit where she found she could com- 
bine medicine and Bill. Bill's acute anemia drove him out of the city, and into the north- 
woods (Wisconsin) where Kate joined him and Bill regained his strength. For Kate thers was 
further tragedy- the loss of a baby- later equalized by the birth of Tommy. At this time, 
however, the verbal strafing of a local doctor took her back into practice- there in the 
woods; her many years of rewarding if materially unrewarded service in a backward area fi- 
nally led to the fulfillment of a much needed hospital; her (surprise) appearance on TJAts 
Is Your Life and further fame in the Reader's Digest brought in more than a hundred thou- 
sand dollars for her hospital; while personal tragedies, (she lost her home and almost her 
son) did not keep her from her appointed rounds.... In no sense an unusual story; but there 
are wholesome values which may reach beyond the sphere of local, regional enthusiasm. 


(LC :56-5290) 
World 


Breit, Harvey 
THE WRITER OBSERVED $3-75 


Readers of the New York Times Sunday ook Review Over the past four years have 
come to look forward to Harvey Breit's intimate glimpses of writers. Now we have these 
pieces- or at least a judicious selection from them- in book form, and they read- or I 
should say reread- extraordinarily well. In his Introduction, Mr. Breit discusses the role 
of the interviewer, his own conviction that protection of their privacy is owed the writers 
he interviews; that his aim is to capture the essence, the point of view, the personality - 
not to make the headlines with newsworthy gossip. There is wide scope in his selection, - 
poets, dramatists, essayists, biographers, novelists- well known names for the most part 
(including such international celebrities as T.S. Eliot, Robert Frost, William Carlos 
Williams, Dylan Thomas, Robert Sherwood, Noel Coward, John Marquand, Alan Paton, Elizabeth 
Bowen, Joyce Cary, Robert Penn Warren- and some forty more). There's variety in approach, 
as he aims to size up the man's relation to his work, his attitude to contemporary life, 
his understanding of himself. There are some wonderfully quotable lines and MC's are going 
to find this an exceptionally useful reference tool for the apt phrase for introducing 
writers as speakers. This for the market of that public avid for glimpses behind the li- 


terary scene. (1LC:56-5311) 
February 2l 


Wolfe, Bertram D. : Beacon 
SIX KEYS TO THE SOVIET SYSTEM $3.50 


Reprinted from articles in the more cerebral periodicals, this amalgam of po- 

litical wisdom, speculation and acrimony reads like a source book for Orwell's "1984". 
These are the major issues: the power shifts, rivalries and hierarchy within the Kremlin, 
especially the tumult produced by Stalin's death; friendship with the renegade Tito govern- 
ment and "foreign" relations with Poland and Mao's China; rewriting the past to keep pace 
with the political lies of the present; cultural and critical values as they swing and sway 
with the tastes of the Politburo; Lysenkoism; and the ever-growing engulfment of the Russian 

‘nd by an intellectual Siberia. Mr. Wolfe, author of 7hree Who Made A Revolution is 
cogent end horror-stricken- Except in isolated pages as when reviewing the systematic ruin 
of -Lysenko's dissenters, the book's ertect is not new nor unsettling. Limited. (LC:56-7172) 








December 15, 1955 Non-Fiction -907- 





February 27 


Popkin, Zelda Dutton 
@ OPEN EVERY DOOR $3.95 


An unusual autobiography of en unusual woman - this reads as a composite of 
experience which at one point or another will strike fire with her readers. A very 
honest sharing of emotional experience- the sensory experiences and memories of child- \ 
hood; the fears involved in assignment to a job too big for her training; the driving | 
force that spurred her ambition, that made her forge through to her goal, time and | 
again; the depth of emotional experience in falling in love, in complete identification 
in a happy marriage, in facing the desolation of death, in remaking of life, in test- 
ing the capacities of her own "emotional bank"; the painful learning not to hate; the 
trial and error process of determining where her roots belong - all this adds up toa 
full growth in living. This is a story of a liberal who dared fight for causes in which 
she believed. It is a story that compasses journalism, public relations and their 
concomitants in human adventure, social factors, politics, war and the recurrent 
challenge and excitement of forging new approaches to life and meeting each challenge 
head on. (LC:56-5005) 


Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth Little, Brown 
RINGS AROUND US $3.50 


Further chronicles of family life report on Ernestine (Cheaper By The 
Dozen) Gilbreth and her own life as wife and mother. Department store work, after 
Smith College, living in Greenwich Village, and there was Charles Carey, just the 
right man to marry, even in 1930. The wedding was not quite as efficient as Gilbreth 
living had been (Chick's pants were among the late arrivals) and domesticity, partic- 
ularly meals (of which Chick was very fond), did not come naturally; seven moves in 
seven years resulted in a home on Long Island where Ernie took time off to have Jill. 
After a succession of nurses and assorted other help, back in the city, until a young 
son sent them again to the Island, there to discover the blessedness of neighbors, 
room, a car (this a doubtful joy) and the mixture of emotions attendant on their child- 
ren growing up. A record of the inevitables of marriage, of its sensitive areas as 
well as its hilarious ones, this maintains a light, wifely hold on household headaches 
and high spots. Mettlesome. (LC:56-5626) 
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Lochner, Louis P. Macmillan 
ALWAYS THE UNEXPECTED $5.00 







Lochner's own Berlin diary details his AP career from the Hindenburg era 
through a brief internment by the Gestapo after Pearl Harbor. The record is also 
personal, and traces Lochner's return to Adenauer's Germany. Lochner knew well 
Stresemann, Bruning, Putzi Hanfstaengl. He interviewed the Kaiser, and was the fa- 
miliar of statesmen and socialists of every description. He maintained an elaborate 
network of tipsters and managed more than one scoop. But if the conclusions he 
reaches are intelligent and professional, his disclosures are chiefly workaday. There 
is a serious lack of pure human interest which would assure a more general audience 
than this is likely to get. 
















Pellegrini, Angelo 3/¢ Macmillan 
AMERICANS BY CHOICE $3.50 







The true life stories of Italian immigrants, told with fondness and pride, 
assume the general outlines of a single national type. The wealthy winegrower, an 
artist among grapes and a man of immense appetite and thirst, has in him the poten- f 
tialities of the bootlegger who drifts into his profession almost out of joe de 
vivre, promotes the cause of Italian glory so effectively that Mussolini rewards him, 
and- duped by an envious relative- is imprisoned although innocent. Mr. Pellegrini's 
national prototype is made up of many impulses; he is generous, gallant, ingenuous, 
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full of humor and sheer animal gusto. The ditchdigger emerges with his fair share of no- 
bility; the con man with his shady salesmanship is redeemed; the devoted mothers, who 

fight government red tape with irreducibly simple logic and lonely men with great dignity ee 
have in them the naked human qualities of all Italian immigrants. The sentiment is at all 

times fully exposed; but the sketches are appealing particularly for those of Italian birth 


or descent. 


February 28 


Jordan, John Alfred & Rinehart 


Prebble, John $3.50 
ELEPHANTS AND IVORY 


An old African hand provides some joyous raconteuring as he thinks back to the 
days when hunting was hunting and poaching was permissible as long as you got away with it. 
Jordan traveled light and far and hunted with the Wanderobo, the Lumbwa, conquering devil 
lions and slaying ivorybearers. He has many tales to tell - of an elephant slaughter he 
did not enjoy, of an even less endurable movie safari (when he took risks and lost a good 
man for a photographer whose work came to nothing because of overexposure), of a man who 
tried to kill his white hunter instead of his lion, of the leg that took the Boer bullet, 
the Kisi spear, the mamba's strike. There are memories of comradeship as well as the 
usual attitudes toward the beasts from admired elephant and lion to the loathed crocodile. 


An authentic game trophy. (LC:56-5706) 


February 29 


Huxley, Aldous | Harver 
HEAVEN AND HELL $2.00 ‘4 


A whole herd of Huxley's intellectual hobbyhorses ride shoulder to shoulder in 
this essay: for instance, inner as against outer vision; art as an embodiment of univer- 
sal psychic values; parapsychology and its scientific implementation with mescaline and 
other stimulants; man's prospects of a hereafter. A lot of verbal dust is kicked up 
along with a few provocative notions (i.e. yoga breathing exercises raise the body's car- 
bon dioxide tolerance and thereby induce visions). Huxley, somewhat artificially, treats 
as a separate mental area the seat of those brilliant colorings, fragmentary shapes, and 
other dream- like phenomena long known to hypnosis and students of schizophrenia. This 
"area" Huxley finds somehow exalted, mystical, bordering at once upon the nobler achieve- 
ments of art and the terrain of heaven and hell (hell being a negative or perverse form of 
the special "area"). The book resembles a collection of ill-assorted musings, joined by 
further speculations not a whit more consecutive. It will appeal to the more dedicated 
Huxley-ite, particularly those with a parapsychological predisposition. (1C:55-10694) 


Cady, Ernest & Frances Morrow-Whiteside 
HOW TO ADOPT A CHILD $3.00 


This is in line with Louise Raymond's Adoption...And After (Harper, P. 409) in 
that it briefs prospective adoptive parents on the mechanics of getting a child and then 
goes on to attitudes and approaches after the adoption is completed. But it differs from 
the closely written Raymond book in that, although it has some personal touches from the 
authors' own experiences (most amiably described in We Adopted Three (1952)), he sticks 
pretty closely to reporting all available information in this field. The necessity for 
celf-examination as to motives, the public and private adoption agencies and their require- 
nents, black and gray markets (to be avoided), refugee adoptions and questions of a young 
or an Older child lead into the changes in social agency theory and practice in the case & 
of over-40 parents and handicapped children. The after adoption section is wholesome in 
its suggestions and recommendations and carries through the teen ages. The counsel through- 
out is good and the guidance on legal and state procedures should be valuable. Licensed 
child placement agencies are listed, state by state. This would do for the quick survey- 
the Raymond book for more intensive study. (LC:56-5319) 
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February 29 


Fielding, Temple Morrow 
FIELDING'S TRAVEL GUIDE TO EUROPE: 1956-57 Edition $4.95 


In the introduction to the latest edition of his guide, which many tourists 
have come to regard as no less essential than a tube of toothpaste, Mr. Fielding gives 
some insight to his work methods and standards. With only his wife and a secretary 
as helpers, there is personal coverage of all hotels, restaurants, shops and other 
attractions mentioned, and in making the rounds of these a strict policy of no public- 
ity or free loading is adhered to, however great the temptation may be to do otherwise. 
Mr. Fielding also claims that for each new edition there are. roughly 100,000 words of 
new copy written to bring it up to date for current travellers. Preparatory to the 
detailed descriptions of each country in alphabetical order there are extensive hints 
on modes of travel for both men and women which, here revised, will become bywords for 
the increasing numbers of tourists predicted for the coming year. (1C:56-5760) 


February 2% 2 ! 


Brams, William A. Lippincott 
YOUR .BLOOD PRESSURE $2.95 


"And how to live with it"- live longer too- safely and comfortably-makes up 
a medical manual of information and counsel along the lines of his earlier Managing 
Your Coronary. Today it is known that it is not the degree of blood pressure- but the 
condition of the arteries- which determines the gravity of your case. What is normali- 
there is no one figure; the variations; the warnings of hypertension; finding a doc- 
tor and the type of examination he should give; why blood pressure is high- and the 
predisposing factors; what the doctor can do about it- medicines and surgery, and what 
you can do about it, rest, weight reduction (there are diets), relaxation. A last 
chapter deals with hypotension (low blood pressure).... With 15 million people suf- 
fering today from hypertension, there will be a market to tap. 


Maxwell, William Quentin Longmans, Green 
LINCOLN'S FIFTH WHEEL $5.00 


Subtitled "The Political History of the U.S. Sanitary Commission", this sup- 
plies yet another panel in the history of the Civil War. It is not a pretty tale, 
for it shows a group of earnest, able- for the most part- and dedicated individuals who 
undertook to supply the ghastly inadequacies of official preparedness for every phase 
of sanitary matters in the war. This extended to include not only the obvious neces- 
sities of clothing, bedding, shelter, in camp and on the move, the food, the medical 
care of day by day health demands- but hospitals, doctors, surgeons, nurses, medi- 
cines, bandages, equipment of every kind. One would think the Sanitary Commission 
conception would have been welcomed, its existence not only confirmed but supported. 
Instead, it became the football of political manoueverings. The Secretary of War 
proved its bitterest enemy. Lincoln, weighed down with burdens, seemed almost un- 
aware of its achievements. The first Surgeon- General fought its every move. The 
second one fell- after a miracle of reorganization of a defunct body- because of 
Stanton's enmity. And competitive organizations- the Western Sanitary Commission, the 
Christian Sanitary Commission, arose to hamper by diverting supplies and funds and 
confusing loyalties. But in final analysis, against all odds, the U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission accomplished amazing things despite ignorance, errors, backbiting, prejudice 
and oppostion. Their experience as a humanitarian undertaking made possible the 
Geneva Convention and the creation of the International Red Cross. This is not the 
whole story, but it rescues from oblivion records that needed to be saved.(1C:56-6506) 








Non-Fiction December 15, 1955 
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Simon & Schuster 
FOR PEOPLE UNDER PRESSURE $3.50 


A self-analytic anodyne- for the complexity of contemporary living- will help you > 
to live with yourself and others and is based on the most representative problems which pre~: 
sent themselves to men and women. Dr. Fink's ideas are personalized and popularized through 
histories drawn from his practice as a successful California neuropsychiatrist. They include 
understanding yourself- insight is a valuable asset to be acquired; finding self-confidence, 
self-expression, interests, friends; using your intelligence and developing mental skills; 
improving your sleeping habits; and establishing a secure basis of love and religious faith . 
Remedial reading for that audience; do not underestimate it- or Dr. Fink- whose ear- 


‘ books sold well. (1L1C:56-6666) 
Longstreet, Stephen 


Fink, David H., M.D. 


Simon & Schuster 
THE BOY IN THE MODEL T $3.50 


..+-is the author who crossed the country with Mamma and Gramp in the Ford,Emma, 
in 1919-1920, and this is the story not only of the rugged trip but of two compatible but 
critical personalities, for Gramp was "old but still springy in the joints” and Mamma a- 
lone could hold her own with him. For the twelve year old there was the constant uncertain- 
ty of the car's progress over what were supposed to be roads, replacements for it that meant 
short to long stopovers, and the ever present chance that Mamma would send Gramp to Coventry 
for his ribald remarks. Their route took them down through the South where Gramp judged a 
dog show; a flash flood and high times with relatives in St. Louis; Oklahoma where a Cordon 
Bleu Aunt Gussie annoyed Gramp and her daughter opened murderous warfare on Stevie; the 
Rockies and riding and hunting; San Francisco where Stevie fell in love and learned about 
jazz; the silent pictures in Hollywood and back through Tucson, New Orleans, Florida, and 
up through the South where Stevie acquired a hawk. Gramp's gout was a menace; Mamma almost 
walked out on him; food, good and bad, was always of interest to them, as were the drinks; 
and the trio racked up an assortment of minor traveling experiences, together with some 
major family flareups. A transcontinental tour- that reflects the period- offers a lively & 
backward look. (I1C:56-6665 ) 

Magidoff, Nila Simon & Schuster 


Ethridge, Willie Snow NILA $3.50 


* This is something new and different. Instead of an American diplomat's wife- or 
an American correspondent - going to Russia and reporting on how the Russians live, we have 
Nila Magidoff, Russian wife of the NBC commentator, coming to America and overflowing with 
her spontaneous- and seemingly unedited-impressions of America. A lecture schedule- or 
many Of them- have made certain that she has traveled far, but this is no travelogue. Rath- 
er is it a record of the impact of American ways on a Russian, conditioned all her life to 
shortages, hardship, lack of liberty, fear, crowded living quarters, strained human rela- 
tions. The major part of the book is her own story, from childhood through marriage with a 
man who ultimately was victimized by the Soviet, to security- after peril of disaster- in 
a second marriage to Robert Magidoff in Moscow. It is a close up, intimate picture of what 
it is like to be a child of revolution, a part of an upheaval in living, a victim of the 
contradictions and disillusionments. I found it fascinating reading, despite the hurdle 
(sometimes providing real amusement ) of Nila'’s turn of phrase, misuse and abuse of the Eng- 
lish tongue. Mrs. Ethridge has allowed this to be wholly Nila's own story. (1C:56-6668) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Ledyard, Patricia- TONGA- from 11/2? to 1/20 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
Hatch, Alden- AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY- price from $3.50 to $3.75 (Henry, 
Holt ) > 


Iansworth, Lew X.- OVER THE RIVER CHARLIE- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
Llewellyn, Richard- MR. HAMISH GLEAVE- definite price is $3.95 (Doubleday) 
Marlett, Melba- THE FRIGHTENED ONES- definite price is $3.50 (Doubleday) 
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